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Cal Grant
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Important Changes for 
2016/2017

 Dream Act 
Application 

 Male students can 
register for Selective 
Service through the 
Dream Application

 Cal Grant B

 Access Award: $1,656

 CCC Augmentation

 Cal Grant C

 Priority points criteria 
updated

 GPA Submission

 Ting Bill mandates all 
seniors’ GPAs must be 
submitted 
electronically

 Opt-out option must 
be given to 
students/parents no 
later than October 
15th each year
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FAFSA Changes for 2017/2018

Starting 2017/18

• File FAFSA earlier beginning October 1st, 
2016

• FAFSA will use “prior-prior-year data”

CSAC

• Preparing for changes to programs

• Created a workgroup involving different 
representatives
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Partnering With You

• Coordinate an annual 
High School Counselor 
Conference Training

• High School Counselor 
Advisory Committee

• Establish more 
workgroups to partner 
together 
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Commission Programs

• Cal Grant

• Middle Class Scholarship

• Chafee Grant

• Child Development Grant

• CA National Guard EAAP

• Law Enforcement 

Personnel Dependents Grant
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FAFSA/Dream App GPA Verification

 *Student must list an 
Eligible Cal Grant 
school

 Must complete the 
FAFSA or Dream App 
for year they are 
applying

*Eligible Schools List is accessed at the 
bottom of the CSAC Website

 With or without Social 
Security Number

 Electronic submission 
for public high schools 
and charter schools

Cal Grant Application
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Cal Grant Eligible Schools
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Basic Eligibility Requirements

*California Resident
*U.S. Citizen, Eligible 

Non-Citizen

Not in Default on 
Student Loan

Maintain 
Satisfactory 
Academic 
Progress

Not Earned a 
Bachelor’s 

Degree

Not Incarcerated

Meets Selective 
Service

Attend Eligible 
California 
College

*Social Security 
Number Enrolled at Least 

Half-Time

High School GPA
*  These requirements are 

supplanted by other 
eligibility criteria for AB 540 

students

Federal Requirements and
Additional Cal Grant Requirements
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Income and Asset Ceilings
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Cal Grant A

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 
least the maximum Cal 
Grant A award amount 
+$1,500 

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 
least $700

Financial Need Calculation:

Cost of Attendance (COA)
–Expected Family Contribution

Unmet Financial Need

Financial Need Requirement

Cal Grant CCal Grant B

Must have a minimum 
financial need of at 
least the maximum Cal 
Grant C award amount 
+$1,500 
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Cal Grant Types
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High School 
Entitlement

Transfer 
Entitlement

Competitive

Cal Grant C
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Cal Grant A

 Low to middle income students who:

 3.00 High School GPA minimum 

 Have financial need

 Meet the income and asset requirements

 Associates or Bachelors programs only

CSU UC Independent* For Profit^

$ 5,472/yr $ 12,240/yr $ 9,084/yr $4,000/yr

* Private non-profit institutions and WASC accredited for-profit institutions
^ Non-WASC accredited for-profit institutions
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 Low income students who:

 Meet the income and asset requirements

 Have financial need

 2.00 GPA minimum

 Associates, Bachelors, and Certificate programs

 Annual Awards

 $1,656 stipend first year

 Tuition/Fees plus $1,656 in 2nd, 3rd, 4th year

 CCC Access Award Augmentation

 Students with 12 units or more may qualify

 Amount varies upon the number of qualifying students

Cal Grant B
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Cal Grant C

 Low and middle income students who:

 Meet the income and asset requirements

 Have financial need

 Enroll in vocational courses of study

 Associates and Certificate programs only

 Must complete C Supplement Form

 Annual Awards

 Used for school expenses including tuition and 
fees $547 to $2,462
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 Two of the following must be met:

 High employer need or demand

 High employment growth or industry cluster

 High employment salary and wage 
projections

 Economic security

 Special consideration to long-term 
unemployed

Cal Grant C
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Most Beneficial Grant Applied

• Can only receive one Cal Grant 

• Considered for all awards applicable

• Awarded most beneficial award
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 Award indicates Cal Grant eligibility

 Sent as early as February

 Letter notification will be sent if no email 
address 

 Mark these email addresses as safe:

 calgrantoffice@csac.ca.gov

 studentsupport@csac.ca.gov

Student Notifications
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GPA and 
Academic 
Qualifier 

Submission



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Academic Qualifier Types

 High school GPA

 Test Scores – SAT (Reasoning Test), ACT, 
GED, HiSet, TASC, allowed if:

• student does not have a GPA

• has coursework that can’t be converted to a 
4.00 maximum GPA

• attended a non-accredited high 

school
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California High School Exit Exam
(CAHSEE)

 July 2015: CAHSEE exam canceled

 Senate Bill 725: Exempts class of 2015 from CAHSEE

 Senate Bill 172: Would suspend CAHSEE for 3 years
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Assembly Bill 2160

 Requires public high school/charter schools 
to:

 Electronically upload GPAs

 Create opt-out process

 Provide opt-out by October 15th

 Important Steps

 Establish a WebGrants account

 Check WebGrants account status

 Refer to the WebGrants User Guides & Trainings
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Cal Grant GPA Calculation

 High School GPA calculation– sophomore and junior
grades only!

 Remember to exclude P.E, R.O.T.C, and Remedial

 High School GPA calculation– sophomore, junior, and 
senior grades

 Remember to exclude P.E, R.O.T.C, and Remedial

Last Year’s High School Graduates

Current High School Seniors

http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/gpa_calculation_instructions.pdf

http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/gpa_calculation_instructions.pdf
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Ways to Submit GPAs

By using WebGrants

SSN

Non-SSN
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Non-SSN GPA Submission

Matching of GPAs to FAFSAs is 
done using other application 
elements - up to 20 elements

 Name, Address, Phone, DOB, 

email, SSID etc…

This is necessary since dreamers may 

not have an SSN
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Corrections

 Address letter (on school letterhead) to Cal Grant 
Operations

 List incorrect information and correct information

 List your contact information in case we need clarification

 Mail to: 

CSAC

Cal Grant Operations

P.O. Box 419077   

Rancho Cordova, CA 95741
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GPA-Best Practices

 Don’t Wait! (GPAs can be 
uploaded right now)

 File layout & User Guide 
available under “Help” in 
WebGrants

 Checkout on-demand 
resources

 Utilize WebGrants reports

 Contact Institutional 
Support
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WebGrants for Schools

 WebGrants Home Page https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov

 www.csac.ca.gov Look for “WebGrants” in 

the “High Schools” tab

 Download WebGrants Access Request 

forms 

 CSAC Technology Help Desk 

(888) 294-0148 or 

csachelpdesk@csac.ca.gov

https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov/
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Reports
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WebGrants GPA Reports
Non-SSN GPA Upload 
Report

Upload Confirmation with Total Record 
Count

Non-SSN GPA Roster 
Report

Summary of Non-SSN GPA Records 
Submitted

Non-SSN GPA Status 
Report

Displays Student's Statuses after the Non-
SSN GPA has been received

Non-SSN GPA 
Unmatched Report

Displays Non-SSN GPA Student Records 
that have not been Matched to FA 
Application

Student Summary 
Report

Displays Student Statuses -includes SSN 
GPAs and Matched Non-SSN GPAs

Financial Aid 
Application (No GPA) 
Report

Displays list of Students who have 
Submitted a Financial Aid application but 
no GPA

Your Cal Grant 
Awardees Report

Displays Students that have been offered a 
Cal Grant Award
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Non-SSN Edit or Matching
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High School 
Graduation 
Verification
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HS Graduation Verification

APPLESEED JOHN A

BROWN BLEU

DOE JANE

TEST STUDENT
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WebGrants for 
Students
(WGS)
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WWW.WEBGRANTS4STUDENTS.ORG
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Common Errors in Creating WGS 
Accounts

 Name mismatch

 Application has not 

been submitted

 Compatibility issues

 Mobile devices
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WGS – Requirement Section
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WGS – California High School 
Graduation Confirmation
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WGS – California Aid Report 
(CAR)
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Middle 
Class 

Scholarship
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MCS Recap

 Awarded 85,394 students

 16,224 at UC

 69,170 at CSU

 Maximum Award Amounts in 2014/15

 $1,710 at UC

 $768 at CSU
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What to Expect

 2015/16 Maximum Award Amounts

 $2,448 at UC

 $1,092 at CSU

 Eligibility Changes

 2016/17 Income and asset ceiling adjusted 
annually CPI

 Lifetime cap on award based Education Level
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Middle Class Scholarship

• Submit FAFSA/Dream Act 
application by March 2 
deadline

• Students must apply every 
year
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Middle Class Scholarship

Exempt from 
paying nonresident 

tuition

U.S. Citizen, 
eligible Non-

Citizen, or AB 540

Not in default 
on student loan

Meet SAP

Income 
$150,000 or Less

Not 
Incarcerated

Meets Selective 
Service

Only students who have less than 40% of their UC or CSU fees 
covered by grants and scholarships

Asset 
$150,000 or Less
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Middle Class Scholarship

Enrollment 
Requirements

Must enroll in a CSU/UC

Must be at least ½ time

1st Undergraduate program

Benefits extend to Teaching 
Credential Program

Maintain SAP
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MCS Award Amounts

 Final award based on 
students eligibility & 
funding allocated

 Eligibility determined after 
students awarded federal, 
state and institutional aid
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Middle Class Scholarship
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WGS – MCS Award Detail
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Resources
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On Demand Modules
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Webinars
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Commission Notifications

Watch important Commission Meetings at www.csac.ca.gov
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Social Media

Follow the Commission on social media – Click on the 
Icon using www.csac.ca.gov

Like us on Facebook at: 
Facebook.com/CSAC.StudentAidCommission

Follow us on Twitter @castudentaid #CalGrants
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Provides line-by-line help on the FAFSA, CA Dream Act & Chafee 
Applications. Workshops offer computers so students can apply 
on the spot.

• Jan – Mar 2. Open to all students and parents. Focus on low-
income and first-generations.

• For Workshop Registration & Materials email Cash for College.

• Facebook: CashforCollegeCalifornia
• Twitter: @cash4collegeca
• Email: cashforcollege@csac.ca.gov

mailto:cashforcollege@csac.ca.gov
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California Student Opportunity 
and Access Program

 Central Coast

 Central Valley

 East Bay

 Long Beach

 Merced

 North Coast

 Sacramento

 San Diego and Imperial

 San Francisco

 San Jose

 Santa Barbara

 Solano

 South County Gilroy

 South San Joaquin

14 Regional Consortia Serving 126 School Districts
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THE 2015-16 GET SCHOOLED 
COLLEGE CAMPAIGN WILL 
SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS 

Work with up to 100 high schools to improve FAFSA completion 

rates and college readiness rates.  
1

2 In partnership with Univision, continue to enhance Spanish 

language content and promotion of college planning 

resources.

3 Expand our texting hotline to enable more students to access 

quick answers to questions about college applications, Cal 

Grants and other forms of financial aid. 

4 Continue to build our  library of California specific 

directories, tools and resources. 
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Commission Communications

 Fund Your Future Magazine

http://www.fundyourfuture.org

http://www.fundyourfuture.org/
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California 
Dream Act 
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Dream Act 
Eligibility
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Who is the California Dream 
Act Application for?

AB 540 requirements:

 CA HS 3 years or equivalent 
credit

 Graduate CA HS or equivalent

 Attend qualifying CA college 

 Complete affidavit (if applicable)
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Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA)

• Protects young 
undocumented 
applicants from 
deportation

• Issues SSN cards 
valid for work only

• Has specific 
program criteria 
applicants must 
meet
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Selective Service
Males 18 to 25 must register with 
Selective Service for Cal Grant 
and other state aid:

 Do not need a SSN to register

 BEST WAY TO REGISTER: Answer 
“Register me” on CA Dream Act 
question 23a

 OR: Get registration form at U.S. 
Post office, or download at 
Caldreamact.org

 Students will receive a Confirmation 
by mail from the Selective Service
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Taxes

 Students and parents residing in the 

United States must file US tax returns, if 

earning threshold is met

 May be required by college/university if 

selected for verification

http://www.irs.gov/publications/p501/ar02.html#en_US_2014_publink1000270109

http://www.irs.gov/publications/p501/ar02.html#en_US_2014_publink1000270109
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California Dream 
Act Application
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CA Dream Act Enhancements

• Adjusted landing page layout

• Improved resources page

• Clarified determination logic questions

• Revised help text in application
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Aid Under California Dream Act

 Commission Administered 
Aid 

 Private scholarships 
administered by campuses

 Institutional Aid 
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WWW.CALDREAMACT.ORG
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2016-17 Dream Application
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2016-17 Dream Application
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2016-17 Dream Application
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2016-17 Dream Application
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2016-17 Dream Application
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2016-17 Dream Application
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2016-17 Dream Application
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How will students be notified?

 Cal Grant awardees 
receive email

 California Aid Report 
(CAR) 

 Contact financial aid 
office
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When and Where

www.caldreamact.org

 Fall 2016 Financial Aid: Apply January 2016 

 Submit application by March 2 deadline

http://www.caldreamact.org/
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Todays Takeaways

 Direct Students to Dream Act application

 Submit your GPAs early

 Work your unmatched reports

 Browse our many Resources
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Next Up, 
FAFSA!

Institutional  Support

1-888-294-0153

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov

Student  Support

1-888-224-7268

studentsupport@csac.ca.gov

www.csac.ca.gov


